THE   DESSERA   FESTIVALS

Rev. W. Ward's1 book on the history, literature, myth-
ology, manners, and customs of the Hindoos.

The usages of savage life in the cold regions of the
world, for example of the Esquimaux or the Cherokees,
are essentially revolting in every shape, whether in
reality or in description. Pretty nearly the same thing
may be said of the domestic manners of the Asiatics,
which are only less disagreeable to us, I suspect, from
their being unaccompanied by the misery and filth
which belong peculiarly to cold climates. The Hindoo,
who is eternally bathing his person, cleaning his house,
and scouring his brass kettles, casts over his shoulders
his light and graceful wrapper, as white as snow; while
your western savage would consider it a disgrace to
wash his hands. The Esquimaux, after gorging him-
self with the raw flesh of a seal, draws the monster's
skin round him, and goes to sleep in the mud. In
this case, as there occurs nothing but what is dis-
gusting, we dismiss the subject as speedily as we can
without a wish to see or hear more of it. In truth
though these savages be human in form and speech
they seem so close to the brute creation, that any
sympathy with them is out of the question.

It is so far different with the Orientals, whose
civilisation, in some respects, is considerable. Our
wonder, indeed, is often excited by the most anomalous
mixture of pure barbarisms with refinements of a high
order. The institution of castes, and the rigorous
ceremonial discipline which it imposes, appear fatal to
any improvement in manners, by rigidly defining the
course of every action. The utter extravagance, also,
and measureless absurdity of their superstitions, which
pervade every thought, word, and deed of their lives,

1 \A View of the History, Literature and Religion of the Hindoos.
Serampore, 1811. Carey, Ward and Marshman were die famous
trio who established the fame of the celebrated BaptisT: Mission of
Serampore in the early part of the lasl century.]
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